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By Megan Muller

Let’s face it, college is expensive, es-
pecially textbooks. You pay somewhere 
between $70-$150 on textbooks for each 
class. And what happens to those books 
at the end of the semester? You sell that 
$70 book for $17—if you’re lucky—and 
go buy yourself lunch.

In addition to buying new or used books 
from half-off websites, Rachel Rothspan, 
Kean University student, (and Tower Fea-
tures Editor) has come up with a more fa-
miliar alternative. Facebook.

“With the cost of everything going up, 
it’s difficult to imagine that books may be 
an unachievable goal,” said Rothspan.  

The concept of a Kean Book Exchange 
will rely on the students to make the dif-
ference.  Students must be willing to ex-
change their textbooks with a text they 
need for another class, instead of money. 
On the Kean Book Exchange group on 
Facebook, students will have the oppor-
tunity to advertise the books they have 
purchased and then shop through other 
students’ inventories to find the books 

they need. You will not be able to receive a 
book unless you have given one as well.

“It [Kean Book Exchange] requires a 
willingness on the students’ part to give 
up the books they no longer need in order 

to gain the new ones they want for the se-
mester,” said Rothspan.

In order to turn this concept into a func-
tional exchange, The Kean Book Exchange 
needs students to get involved. Students 
can help by trading books on Facebook’s 

Kean Book Exchange, as well as coming up 
with creative ideas on how to make the ex-
change accessible for all students.

Don’t have a Facebook? There are other 
ways to find books for less. Let’s explore 
the ways to get those expensive textbooks 
for less.

Websites such as valorebooks.com, af-
fordabook.com, cheapesttextbooks.com 
and amazon.com are just a few market-
places where students can search invento-
ry to find the lowest price for the desired 
textbook. There may be a shipping and 
handling charges depending on the seller, 
but generally the price will be cheaper than 
that of the bookstores on campus. A posi-
tive aspect of using websites like these is 
you will get a better deal. However, some-
times it takes 1-2 weeks to receive the 
book, so placing an order after your class 
has begun may be risky.

Another way to reduce the cost of text-
books is to buy used.  When textbooks 
are purchased back from students after a 
semester, they are re-sold to the new stu-
dents for a cheaper price.  You may pur-
chase a used book that has highlighting 

from a previous owner or writing in the 
book.  However, you are saving a signifi-
cant amount of money with this option.

This idea is just that, an idea as of now, 
the Book Exchange needs the help of the 
students as well as ideas of others in order 
to be successful. 

With the bookstore prices going up, now 
is a good time to start finding an alterna-
tive method for grabbing what you need. 
Other tips for getting books for less: try 
to find an older version (but check with 
your teacher first), consider rent websites 
where you can rent a text for the semester, 
and check with your campus friends to see 
what might be available.

A free textbook exchange site that al-
lows students to sell, buy or trade books 
has already launched called CollegeText-
bookConnection.com. It works like a craig-
slist by matching book buyers or traders 
and also tries to connect students at their 
individual universities. It is also free.

If you are interested in assisting in the pro-
duction of the book exchange group, please 
contact Rachel Rothspan at rothspar@kean.
edu.

Using Facebook to Get Your Books For Free...Possibly

“many college students are 
feelIng the slam as book 
PrIces soar.”

By raquel FernanDes

For most students, class is simple: walk 
in, sit down in one chair, and listen and 
take notes on the lecture. Even if the  
material covered is interesting, the mo-
notony of the average lecture can some-
times be draining on even the most curi-
ous of students. 

This is not the case for one literature 
class.

Dr. Susana Rich, poetry professor at 
Kean, and author of Television Daddy, a 
one woman poetry performance, imple-
ments a different approach to teaching 
Shakespeare’s plays.

“Shakespeare is essentially theater,” said 
Dr. Rich. “Enacting scenes, themselves--
such as readings and this special costum-
ing event—helps students to more viscer-
ally understand the human and theatrical 
dynamics. Shakespeare becomes more ac-

cessible, contemporary, and vital to their 
lives. They are inspired to delve more deep-
ly into Shakespeare’s ‘poetry in motion.’”

The class was encouraged to bring 
in wardrobe pertaining to the times of 
Shakespeare. Each student was to repre-
sent a specific character of his choice from 
one of the plays. Dr. Rich also brought in 
a few beautiful wardrobe pieces, including 

long gowns and colorful wigs.
After the characters were established, 

the students formed into groups, recited 
lines, and posed according to specific 
scenes relating to their chosen characters, 
including the murder of King Hamlet by 
Claudius, as well as the meeting of Romeo 
and Juliet.

All desks aside, the students began to 
incorporate theatre into their lecture.

“This is the way class is supposed to be,” 
said student Cathy Ramirez. 

addition coming in Spring 2010 is the 
brand new Cougar’s Den, which is now 
closed for construction.

According to Paul Dinero, the exten-
sion to Cougar’s Den will expand the res-
taurant, adding an additional 20 feet of  
dining space.

Since the University Center is a main 

hangout spot for students during the day, 
this extension will add more room for stu-
dents to be able to relax in between class-
es. The extension also aims to improve stu-
dent-related activities and organizations.

The overall price for the extension is 
$500,000, and is being paid through the 
general fund, Dinero said.

FOOD OPTIONS     (Continued from page 1)

What’s in a Shakespeare Course? 
Any Other is Not as Sweet

The entire Shakespeare Survey class
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opposed to personal attacks. During the 
campaign, Daggett once spent his time 
during a debate wedged between a bick-
ering Corzine and Christie, attempting 
to answer questions while Corzine and 
Christie carried out a New Jersey tradi-
tion of ad hominem based campaigns.

“These guys are going to vote for 
me,” Daggett jokingly stated during the  
debate.

But when polls closed Tuesday night, 
Daggett’s numbers were much lower than 
even he had anticipated. Though Daggett 
and Esposito received a number of key en-
dorsements, most notably from the Star-
Ledger, and received more votes than any 
New Jersey independent candidate had in 
nearly 100 years, it was ultimately Chris 
Christie and the two party system that 
most independents chose to side with. 

Still, many are saying that voters frus-

trated with Corzine wound up voting for 
Christie, who many apparently also didn’t 
really like. According to the Star Led-
ger’s exit poll, voters were more likely to  
harbor negative feelings for the Repub-
lican and Democratic candidates than  
positive ones. 

Kean student Lauren Buttacavole, a se-
nior in the English department, said she 
did “feel like I voted for the right person. 
At least we won’t have to see those annoy-
ing commercials anymore.”

But another Kean student, a senior in 
the History department who asked not to 
be identified, may have been more typical 
—based on the turnout. 

“I don’t like Christie at all,” said the stu-
dent. “But I really can’t stand Corzine. I 
would have voted for Daggett if I thought 
he could have won.”  

LOW STUDENT VOTE    (Continued from page 1)

By raChel roThspan

After the Kean Cougar’s football team 
beat Morrisville College on Oct. 24,  excit-
ed fans were ready to see their Homecom-
ing concert show that featured the bands 
Fun, Anberlin and Taking Back Sunday. 

First on stage was Fun, a lesser known 
band with an awesome use of multiple 
voices and harmonies, and an eclectic 
group of musicians, who changed between 
guitars, keyboards, and trumpets during 
the night. 

After their performance, I was lucky 
enough to speak with two of the musi-
cians, Emily Moore and Andrew Dost, 
who were running the merchandise table. 
Moore, who played keys and acoustic gui-
tar during the night, as well as adding 
many harmonies, wished Kean University 
a “Happy Home-Coming.” Both Moore and 
Dost were happy to be playing the concert, 
and excited to have stopped for our event 
on their tour. 

Next up was Anberlin,  a rising Alterna-
tive group. They took the stage and created 
a true concert experience, with an incredi-
ble light show and a hard rock set. The lead 
singer, Stephen Christianson, dedicated  
two songs: one to some friends that sup-
ported the band, and another to the locals 
playing that night around New Jersey. An-
berlin’s set included songs from their last 
three albums, and a cover of “True Faith” 
by New Order, and ended with the room 
on their feet. 

And the crowd stayed on their toes for 
the headliner band, Taking Back Sunday. 
The group came on stage and played a long 
set that included a number of fan favor-
ites. Their visual background gave a color 
scheme to the concert, and the lead sing-
er’s charming anecdotes made the fans 
laugh and listen. The screaming audience 
took the homecoming concert out with 
the same excitement that they came in 
with around 9 p.m., despite the fact that 
it was 12:30 in the morning.

Homecoming Concert 
An Eclectic Mix of Music
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