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By JosePh Tingle

 
Kean University President Dawood Fara-

hi delivered an upbeat address welcoming 
back the Kean community on Sept. 1 in 
Wilkins Theater, setting an energetic tone 
for the upcoming academic year.

The speech, which was attended by some 
900 board members, faculty, professional 
staff, and students took place in the early 
afternoon and announced future proj-
ects, congratulated last year’s successes,  
and emphasized the importance of  
staff and students having pride in the 
evolving university.

“[Kean] will not go backwards,” said 
Dr. Farahi early in his opening remarks, 
asserting that most students, staff, and  
faculty are proud to be a part of what 
many consider to be a transforming 
Kean University, a motif which would be  
repeated throughout the speech’s hour 
long duration.

Dr. Farahi did not mention specifically 
which policies the University would not 
go back on, but the remarks come after 
an academic year in which the administra-
tion incorporated a controversial schedule 
change and minimally publicized depart-

mental reorganization.
The president was optimistic about the 

future of Kean University, and pointed 
out that Kean will continue to make need-
ed changes despite tough economic times. 
Two new schools, the School of Environ-
mental Studies and the undergraduate 
School of Sustainability have been ap-
proved, according to Dr. Farahi. Also, the 
University is nearing the completion of its 
new science building, and in the process 
of renovating the Cougar’s Den, which, 
according to the president, will reopen in 
November.

Also on the University’s agenda is a 
compost facility which will transform the 
university’s estimated 10 to 12 tons of 
food waste into fertilizer. Dr. Farahi also 
announced that the presidential “Issues” 
lecture series, which began last year, will 
also continue this year, and that the col-
lege is also launching a new Kean-centered 

mobile application download (an APP) for 
cell phones for free.

Most ambitious of the university’s 
plans, however, was the announcement 
of a verbally approved plan between Dr. 
Farahi and Chris Bollwage, the mayor of 
Elizabeth,  which would turn the area from 

Morris Avenue to the Elizabeth train sta-
tion into a new “university avenue,” likely 
dotted with stores, trendy intellectual ca-
fes, and faculty and graduate housing. Dr. 
Farahi stated that the project would begin 
in three to five years.

Dr. Farahi also used his welcoming ad-
dress as a chance to honor the success of 
the university’s academic departments.

Among those noted, Dr. Farahi com-
mended the History department faculty, 
which published more than 40 books last 
year, and the English department for its 
new Masters of Arts in English Writing 
program. He also honored Kean’s students 
for making community service a prior-
ity and increasingly important to student 
groups.  Dr. Farahi praised the award win-
ning “Blues Goes Green” environmental 
campaign, and congratulated the football 
team for raising over $10,000 for cancer 
research over the last two years.

In his closing remarks, Dr. Farahi again 
stressed the importance of pride in Kean 
and constructive participation from those 
in attendance.

“The future may be beyond our control, 
but it is not beyond our vision,” Dr. Farahi 
said.                                                        

Kean Pride the Theme of President Farahi Address

Kean University President, Dr. Farahi.

“the future may Be Beyond 
our control, But it is not 
Beyond our vision.”

By Megan Muller

Are you already tired of the cafeteria 
food on campus? Or, perhaps you’re look-
ing for somewhere to take your date on 
a Saturday night without breaking the 
bank. Maybe you’re ready to give your 
taste buds a little treat. For those of you 
who have been living under a rock for the 
past 16 years, grab a seat and be prepared 
to eat well.  

Chipotle Mexican Grill, whose name 
derives from the Mexican Spanish name 
for a smoked dried jalapeno chili, was 
founded in 1993 by CEO Steve Ells and 
was originally based in Denver, Colorado. 
With an $85,000 loan from his father, Ells 
created one of the first chain establish-
ments in the new and trendy category of 
fast-casual dining.

With a menu covering everything from 
burrito bowls to soft tacos, Chipotle 
quickly became a restaurant whose line 
was literally out the door. Ells knew he 
had something great cooking up, and it 
wasn’t just the fajitas.

In 1998, McDonald’s began to notice the 
potential in these small establishments, 
then with 16 restaurants open, and made 
a minority investment in the company. 
Within four years, they became Chipotle’s 
largest investor and gave Ells the opportu-
nity to expand to over 500 establishments 

in 2005. In October of 2006, McDonald’s 
sold their entire stake in the company and 
Chipotle’s full divestment was complete.

Although McDonald’s helped Chipotle 
get its foot in the door, please don’t as-
sociate it with just another greasy burg-
er-and-fries fast-food joint. Health.com 
has included Chipotle in its list of the 
“Healthiest Fast Food Restaurants.” Are 
you an individual who needs a gluten-
free diet?  Only the flour tortillas which 
are used for the burritos and soft tacos  
contain gluten.

A mission statement called “Food with 
Integrity” was released by Chipotle in 
2001. This statement highlights the res-
taurant’s commitment to use naturally-
raised meat, organic produce and dairy 
without hormones. Most of their products 
come from family farms such as Joel Sala-
tin’s Polyface Farm in Virginia and Niman 
Ranch in California. All chicken and pork 
used in the meals are open-range, antibi-
otic free and with a vegetarian diet, as well 
as 50% of the beef.

GreezBiz.com praised Chipotle by say-
ing they are “the first and only national 
restaurant company committed to buying 
local on a significant scale.”

Chipotle serves their food in a type of 
assembly line. You tell them your version 
of the perfect burrito, choose your ingre-
dients and they will happily oblige to meet 

whatever your stomach desires. One addi-
tional treat that you can never get enough 
of is the ever tasty, extra chunky guaca-
mole; it’s to die for!  

In 2008, Where Toronto, a hospitality 
magazine, said in a review that “freshness 
and flavor aren’t the typical hallmarks of 
fast food, but both are undeniably present 
at the first Canadian location of Chipotle 
Mexican Grill.”

It’s not just the food that separates 
Chipotle from other fast-food restaurants; 
it’s the architecture of each establishment. 
Although each store is unique, they are all 

built using most of the same materials. 
The interiors all have a look of “industrial, 
sheet metal.” However, newer locations 
have begun to use white ceramic tile in-
stead of stainless steel because of the rela-
tive ease of recycling the white tile.

Bruce Gueswel is Chipotle’s very own 
sculptor. All of the wood-and-metal sculp-
tures of human figures were designed 
by Gueswel as well as the design of the 
chairs. You can also find a picture of the 
original restaurant on Evans Avenue near 

the University of Denver campus. It’s also 
on display in every Chipotle location, even 
though they may all be modernizing.

“We want to incorporate elements of 
sustainable design into all of our new res-
taurants,” Ells said.

As of March 2009, there are 830 restau-
rants throughout the United States and 
Canada. Each establishment is company-
owned, rather than franchised. Ells still 
serves as chairman and CEO today. They 
have not reached their maximum poten-
tial however. Ells is reaching for the stars 
and continues to search for real estate to 

open new locations. If you have an area 
you think would help this company, visit 
the website at www.chipotle.com and let 
them know!

The good news? A Chipotle Mexican 
Grill has just opened up less than 3 miles 
away on Route 22 in Springfield. The bad 
news? You’re going to be hooked!  

If you’re looking for a great place to work, sub-
mit an interest form on the website as well.

Eating Healthy Doesn't Have to Cost so Much
Chipotle: The Freshest Place to Eat on Rt. 22

“freshness and flavor aren’t the tyPical hallmarks of 
fast food, But Both are undeniaBly Present at the... 
chiPotle mexican grill.”

•	 Administration	Building, 
First floor lobby

•	 Bruce	Hall, 
First Floor Lounge

•	 Center	for	Academic 
Success, Lobby

•	 Communications 
Department Office, 
CAS	402

•	 ESL	Office, 
Willis	Hall	301

•	 Harwood	Arena, 
by the basketball courts

•	 Hutchinson	Hall, 
First Floor Lobby

•	 Hennings	Hall, 
First Floor Lobby

•	 Science	Building, 
First Floor in hallway 
between	Rooms	121	and	122

•	 Technology	Building, 
hallway inside front door

•	 Tower	Newsroom, 
CAS	413

•	 University	Center, 
across from the cafeteria 
entrance

•	 Townsend	Hall, 
First Floor reception area

•	 Vaughn-Eames	Hall, 
First Floor Lobby

•	 Willis	Hall,	First	Floor,	across 
from the elevator
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