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By Ryan maTTesky

Dr. Smith-Sebasto has created a new 
“green” program that is at the forefront of 
the nation. With funding from the univer-
sity, he has created a one-of-a-kind piece 
of equipment that will eventually put an 
end to food waste at Kean.

Dr. Smith-Sebasto is a new Teacher here 
at Kean University who began working 
here in the beginning of July 2009.  He 
came to Kean because of the funding for 
his project after working for nine years at 
Montclair State University.  Dr. Smith-Se-
basto is currently working in the applied 
health and sciences department here at 
Kean University. 

The piece of equipment, properly called 
an “aerobic in-vessel digester,” will be lo-
cated behind the University Center and is 
designed to help lead Kean into the new 
“green” era of tackling the problem of sus-
tainability and climate crisis while prepar-
ing students for sustainability-centered 
“green collar” jobs.

“[It’s] nothing short of instituting a new 
paradigm of how we think about waste in 
this country. I want us to reject the word 
of waste from our vocabulary,” said Smith-
Sebasto. 

The university has already invested close 
to $80,000 and may be looking to invest 
more money, as it will take a substantial fi-
nancial commitment and nearly $100,000 
in total to run and operate this project.

However, Gourmet Dining Services “has 
expressed incredible enthusiasm in be-
coming a partner on this project,” which 
could defray the cost, said Smith-Sebasto.

To some, this piece of equipment is a 
“compost pile,” but according to Smith-
Sebasto, it is something much more ag-
gressive. 

“It is a pretty sophisticated piece of 
equipment that relies on simple biologi-
cal processes,” said Smith-Sebasto. “Once 
the food waste is composted, we may have 

a compost pile, but that’s going to be the 
end product.”

Americans generate up to 31 million 
tons of food waste a year alone. The proj-
ect aims to help lead Kean into the new 
“green” era. Smith-Sebasto hopes to be 
able to turn this type of waste around 
and use it a resource, which will eliminate 
waste from landfills, and eliminate envi-
ronmentally harmful properties caused 
by waste which contribute to the global 
climate change crisis.

It is because of the efforts placed by 
Kean, Gourmet Dining Services and 
Smith-Sebasto that Kean is now becom-
ing a leader in composting technology. 
This means that Kean graduates will be 

some of the best candidates to work for 
programs using composting technology. 
This also means that many jobs can be cre-
ated from a project such as this. That is, if 
composting technology industry takes off 
as Smith-Sebasto suggests.

“You’ll be challenged to find any aca-
demic field that we can’t find to connect 
to this,” said Dr. Smith-Sebasto. “It will 
create one of the best green collar oppor-
tunities out there.”

As the university continues to further 
its efforts in this project and showcase 
what it will accomplish here on campus, 
it is Smith-Sebasto’s hope that others will 
begin composting projects of their own.

As for now, however, Kean will continue 
to be among the leaders in demonstrating 
how beneficial a program such as this is. 
Maybe because of the efforts placed here, 
food will stop being a waste and once again 
become a resource.

By megan mulleR

Every Reggio Emilia School has a studio 
filled with “beautiful stuff,” from recycled 
materials to bottle caps, milk contain-
ers, keys and ribbons so that children at 
the center can choose materials to use  
for projects.

Now the Kean Childcare Center, which 
follows the Reggio approach, will be cre-
ating a studio/resource room for the chil-
dren that will allow them to express their 
creative selves in new ways.

“The purpose of the studio is to help 
them express their ideas,” said Kathy 
Berkowitz, director of the Child Care Cen-
ter. “Thoughts can become reality with the 
right materials.”

The center prides itself on its approach, 
which views young children in the class-
room as competent and capable students.  
Nothing is imposed on the children in 
the center; the educational activities are 
based on the children’s interests, which 
can change. 

This approach is based on the Reggio 
Emilia theories, a view of working with 
children that Kean has adopted. Reggio 
Emilia is an Italian municipality that is 
recognized worldwide for its innovative 
approach to education. 

This signature philosophy, referred to  
as the Reggio Emilia Approach, is based 
upon four principles; children have con-
trol over the direction of their learning,  
children are able to learn through expe-
riences of touching, moving, listening,  
seeing and hearing, children have a re-
lationship with other children and with 
material items in the world that chil-
dren are allowed to explore and children  
have endless ways and opportunities to 

express themselves.
“We observe children during play, take 

copious notes and work collaboratively to 
decipher what is rich enough to pursue as 
a project,” said Berkowitz.  

The children feel valued when an adult 

is taking down notes and writing down 
their words. The child will also copy what 
the adult is doing because they are trying 
to mimic the actions of their role model.

The new studio will allow the center 
to further foster a child’s imagination. If 
a child is creating an airplane but needs 

wheels, for example, they might find  
the perfect bottle caps to finish their work 
of art.

“As teachers, we are always collaborat-
ing with each other to see what kind of 
things we can offer, not tell, to children for 
their creative endeavors.” says Berkowitz. 
“It’s about taking a child’s lead and seeing 
where it can go.”

The Child Care Center has just recently opened 
their doors to children of the neighboring commu-
nity of Union.  If you or someone you know may 
be interested in enrolling a child please contact  
the center at 908-737-5300 or email them at 
kuccc@kean.edu. 

By casey muRphy

Dr. Mia Zamora, an English Professor 
at Kean University, sits in her office going 
through a folder, removing several papers 
of research as she comes across them.

“I was born during the Vietnam War,” Dr. 
Zamora said. “Ultimately I was not taught 
this war in my education… In a way, it’s al-
most something that’s been skipped over 
or hardly dealt with in our history.”

This was just one reason why Dr. Zamo-
ra chose Tim O’Brien’s The Things They 
Carried for The Big Read. The Big Read was 
created by the National Endowment for 
the Arts after a survey by the Census Bu-
reau conducted in 2002 showed that read-
ing was a declining activity among all ages 
and races.

According to the Reading at Risk sur-
vey, “The accelerating declines in literary 
reading among all demographic groups 
of American adults indicate an imminent 
cultural crisis. The trends among younger 
adults warrant special concern, suggest-
ing that—unless some effective solution 

is found—literary culture, and literacy in 
general, will continue to worsen.”

Dr. Zamora learned about The Big Read 
from both a colleague and her own moth-
er, who had  each mentioned the program 
to her at around the same time. After 
investigating the application, she put to-
gether a proposal, which required that 

creative programs revolve around a book 
selection. Now she’s in the implementing 
stage, gathering resources and putting the 
programs together for the spring.

The programs Dr. Zamora is putting to-
gether revolve around the Vietnam War, 
and are community based in order to 
bring students to the community, as well 

as bring the community onto campus.
“It’s a way to have Kean University  

represented in local community events  
in a way that we’re all proud of,” Dr.  
Zamora said.

O’Brien’s novel is being read in several 
English and History classes currently. The 
Big Read continues in the Spring 2010 se-
mester with programs on and off campus 
revolving around the Vietnam War.

“I have personally seen him read this and 
it was really moving,” Dr. Zamora said.

By the end of next semester, Dr.  
Zamora hopes students learn more about 
the Vietnam War, and she also hopes the 
programs open doors for students on  
different levels.

“I want students to learn the power 
of literature. I hope this book reaches  
reluctant readers, and turns them on to 
reading,” Dr. Zamora said. “I want stu-
dents to be able to connect the Vietnam 
War with the Iraq war, and know what 
the cost of war is. Stories are important 
to human lives and they can be a source  
of redemption.”
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Dr. Mia Zamora and three of her students getting ready for The Big Read. From left to right Matthew Skwiat, 
Courtney Meola, and Patrick Brown. 
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Miss Laura and Miss Davinder‘s finger-painting class.
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